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Weekly Events for February 

--NOTE--all depend on COVID status 

Sundays 

8am    Holy Communion 

10am   Eucharist 

10am   Children’s Church 

 

Mondays 13, 20 &27 February:  

12.00pm: Silent prayer in the Lady Chapel. 

 

Other Events for February 

Wednesday 2 February: 

11.30am AAW  

Wednesday 9 February: 

12.15pm. Luscious Lunch for Seniors.  

Wednesday 23 February: 

7.15pm. Vestry.  

 

Note: No Lunchtime Concert in February. 
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Sneezles 

Christopher Robin 

     Had wheezles 

     And sneezles, 

     They bundled him 

     Into 

     His bed. 

     They gave him what goes 

     With a cold in the nose, 

     And some more for a cold 

     In the head. 

     They wondered 

     If wheezles 

     Could turn 

     Into measles, 

     If sneezles 

     Would turn 

     Into mumps; 

     They examined his chest 

     For a rash, 

     and the rest 

     Of his body for swellings and lumps… 

 

The rise of the Omicron variant of Covid 19, the nation’s move into the red 

‘traffic light’ setting, and the sense of panic in some quarters put me in mind of A 

A Milne’s poem.  This is not to trivialise the matter in any way: we face a serious 

situation indeed.  It is really important that we heed all the health advice – 

however inconvenient or unpleasant it might be; that we help one another; and 

that we pray for our community, our nation, and the world, especially for those 

most affected not just by the disease but also by the personal, social, economic, 

and emotional ripple-effects of the pandemic and the measures taken to control it. 

As I came to write this piece, I found that I had misremembered the poem.  I 

thought it finished with Christopher Robin wondering “Now, what shall we do 

today?”, when in fact the line is the potentially mischievous "Now, how to amuse 

them to-day?”  In any event, the thought it prompted for me is that of perspective.  

Regardless of whatever is going on, we have to each day consider what to do, 

how we act, what we set out to accomplish.  I like the prayer in our New Zealand 

Prayer Book that runs “Jesus, you knew rejection and disappointment; help us if 

our work seems distasteful; help us to decide what best to do, what next to do, or 

what to do at all.  Give us courage and cheerfulness to go the second mile, and all 

the miles ahead.  Amen”  (ANZPB p.130).   
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In the midst of challenges and things that cause us anxiety, may we still be 

active, going about the work of God in the world; being instruments and agents 

of self-giving love, reconciliation, and the message of the hope that lies in the 

fact that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

 

Stuart Goodin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deacon’s Dismissal: Sharing God in the Workplace 

Here we are: in the second month of the New Year already! New Year’s 

Resolutions may be a thing of the past now. I start to plan for a New Year late in 

the previous year. I think about possible goals. 

I think about, and plan my Annual Leave for the following year. I also 

encourage my colleagues to do this too. Otherwise the New Year starts and as we 

move through the year, and get busy, the important leave does not occur. The 

result is that illness then occurs, due to too much work and not enough rest. 

Planning leave is even more important in this Covid environment. Even though 

we might not have access to some areas where we would like to travel, rest, 

recreation and time for reflection is important whatever our stage in life. 

I think about work goals for the New Year too. I look at this in light of what I 

achieved in the past year along with specific areas I wish to focus on. Part of this 

is allowing time with God. To listen, be receptive and open to His Word at any 

time. 

In 2021 I spent much of the year preparing my application for UCOL Fellow 

status. This is the highest level of attainment as a Lecturer at UCOL. In the 

application I had to show how I consistently provide education and promote 

UCOL in the community. So, a major feature of my application was my role as a 

Deacon and how I had got to that point in my faith journey. I was very aware that 

the panel assessing my application would not be familiar with the Anglican 

Church thus I was careful to explain the terms and phrases I used. I hope they all 

learned a lot about my journey and workings of the Anglican Church. As my 

evidence I included sermons, teaching sessions, my articles for Messenger to 

name a few. It was a huge document that I submitted online in September 2021. 

One of the expectations of a UCOL Fellow is that we have a major role in 

mentoring. This is an area that is already very important to me and one that I 

have a large part in within the Nurse Education Team. As I get closer to 

From the Parish Register 

 

 14 January: Memorial service for Joye Evans.   

No Baptisms or Marriages were recorded during January. 
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retirement, mentoring others is vital. Mentoring is also crucial in a faith 

community. It occurs all the time, although you might not notice. It is often done 

quietly and is subtle in nature. It may be viewed as servant leadership or side-by-

side mentoring. 

The other area I have a strong interest in is emerging leadership. While I am 

always interested in developing my own skills in leadership it is also about 

recognising, acknowledging and developing leadership skills in others. Again, 

this is important in health and in the church. In our young people’s church, we 

have those who show emerging leadership. Let’s recognise, celebrate, support 

and encourage this development. It is all God’s mighty work. 

 

Deacon Faye 
 
 

Vestry Vibes 

The December meeting of St Peter’s vestry was held on 13th December 

2021 in St Peter’s community hall. The reflection was from 2 Thessalonians 1. 

• There was a brief report about the fair on 4th December and the 

report in the Guardian was noted 

• An invoice for $11,500 had been received from Sylvester Clark 

for on-going work. There was discussion about the work referred to in 

the invoice and a query will go to the company for an explanation. The 

invoice would be held until vestry were satisfied. 

• The vicar’s report highlighted the changes to church services 

due to Covid vaccinations. Only one person has been affected and the 

measures are working well. 

• Refugee goods have been gathered but the young men are not 

due until a bit later in the new year 

• It was proposed that a fund-raising group be formed to anticipate 

the costs of future work relating to earthquake strengthening. There were 

various suggestions for fundraising. Expressions of interest will be 

sought through Fisherfolk 

• The finance report from the treasurer was discussed and 

accepted 

• Stuart has had an approach from someone who is keen to 

develop the garden as a community resource. From past experience, 

there needs to be clear boundaries and expectations with other 

difficulties still to be discussed. 

• Stuart is already planning the dates for 2022 vestry meetings. 

The meeting closed with the Grace.  
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A Place of Safety 

“In our world today, many people flee persecution based on race or faith.  

Millions of people spend years in refugee camps, hoping that one day they might 

be selected for resettlement in a country in which they would be welcome and 

safe.” 

In September last year I wrote an item, Fleeing danger, about the resettlement 

of former refugees here in Palmerston North and how we as a parish could be 

involved through donating household goods, and then assisting with getting the 

house set up with all the goods in appropriate places.   

In December we partnered with 

the parishes of All Saints and St 

Matthew’s to gather the goods 

needed for a household of three 

young single men from Myanmar.  

There was a wonderfully prompt 

and enthusiastic take-up of the 

opportunity to contribute: all that 

was needed was supplied – from 

duvets to teaspoons, vacuum 

cleaner to rubbish bin.  Thank you! 

These three young men were 

originally expected to arrive in 

Palmerston North in mid-December.  But the process is never straightforward, 

and has many contingencies especially in these times of Covid and pressure on 

housing.  At the time of writing, the men have completed MIQ and are resident at 

the Mangere Refugee Reception Centre awaiting Immigration NZ to locate an 

appropriate dwelling.  The household goods are in secure storage in the 

meantime. 

We don’t know when the next intake will be, nor the composition of the 

household(s), but keep watch for an update in our weekly Fisherfolk about how 

we can help in the weeks and months ahead. 

 

Stuart 

 

Aotearoa Bike Challenge Month: 1 – 28 February 2022 

It is a beautiful Saturday afternoon (8 January) as I sit to plan this article. I 

have to confess I don’t ride a bike these days. I much prefer to walk and take the 

time to ‘soak in’ my surroundings as I go. My sister Robyn and her partner Mark 

are avid bikers in Christchurch and beyond. Any type of exercise is helpful no 

matter how we achieve it, be it small or great. 

I am guessing that biking has become more popular in the event of electric 
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bikes and also as people become more aware of being environmentally friendly 

(and perhaps use the car less often). 

Even if biking isn’t our thing, or maybe we think we are ‘past’ such activity, 

we can encourage others. We can encourage our children, grand-children, nieces 

and nephews. It is great for physical, mental, emotional and social health. 

We can set ourselves or others a challenge. How many kilometres can we, or 

they, cover in a month and how does that compare with other family members, 

work mates, friends. There is nothing like a challenge to get things going! What 

is the reward for going, or exceeding, the distance over the month of February? 

Cycling can help to protect us from serious diseases such as stroke, heart 

attack, some cancers, depression, diabetes, obesity and arthritis.  

Riding a bike is healthy, fun and a low-impact form of exercise for all ages. 

Cycling is easy to fit into the daily routine by riding to the shops, park, school or 

work. 

Be actively involved. Let’s encourage and support others in their endeavours. 

For further resources: www.lovetoride.net 

 

Bible verse: Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one 

gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize.  

1 Corinthians 9:24  

 

Rev Faye Davenport RN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AAW 

As many of our members are residents of retirement villages, 

and the fact that Palmerston North has two cases of the 

Omicron variant of covid, there will be no AAW meeting this 

February.  

Meetings will return in March when the subscription of $20 is 

payable.  

Enquiries to Githa Warrington:  06 357 3859 or 0212502811   
 

http://www.lovetoride.net/
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Lunchtime Concert: December 2021 

The lunchtime concert on 7th December 2021 featured Robert Cleaver on the 

organ. His light-hearted Christmas concert is always very popular and there was a 

good number in the audience enjoying his music. 

This year, there were other items apart from Christmas carols.  His programme 

was :- 

Short Prelude in C - Bach 

Wandering the King’s Highway – Leslie Coward 

Consecration – W H Jude 

Ol’ Man River – Jerome Kern 

Goin’ Home – Dvorak 

The Wedding – Joaquin Prieto 

Londonderry Air – Traditional Irish 

O Christmas Tree – Traditional carol 

White Christmas – Irving Berlin 

Don’t Sit Under the Apple Tree – Sam H Stept 

 

Such familiar tunes had many of the audience quietly humming along behind 

their masks and an encore of We Wish You a Merry Christmas allowed everyone 

to join in. The perfect way to celebrate the festive season – good music, good fun 

and good company. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year in Pictures is presented over the following four pages. 

Do you know what each event was? 

 

ORGANIC BUZZ 
 

BROADTOP SHOPPING 

CENTRE 

 

Your Total Organic Wholefoods 

Grocer 

 

Gluten Free & Paleo Bread 
 

Natural Skincare & 
Supplements 

353 0549 
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 Morning Prayer in The Vicars Office 

Was it laziness, busyness or the mad traffic in Ruahine Street that prevented 

me from attending Morning Prayer in the Vicar’s Office between the hours of 8-

9am? 

I suggested to Stuart that a Zoom session each morning would be the  

answer, so for several months now I have been meeting with Stuart, Christine, 

and occasionally other parishioners at 8.30am Tuesday to Friday. We each in turn 

lead worship, read the Bible passages and pray for those in need of prayer, be it 

Bishops, Clergy, families and current affairs affecting Nations. 

I have discovered over the last four years that just reading the Bible  

verses is not enough.  You need to break it down using Theological Reflection 

and find the true message in the many 

METAPHORS contained within the 

passages. So to get the edge on those more 

informed than me, I need to study each 

day’s readings in advance. 

Prayers help develop my relationship 

and understanding of God. We may not 

always get obvious answers to our prayers, 

but it helps to find direction in your life. I 

have not been one to pray out loud in the 

company of others, but these morning 

prayer sessions make you realise that if 

others know of a situation of concern they are there along with God to guide, 

help, and pray with you. It gives you strength and peace. 

Morning Prayer sets you up for the day, before the busyness takes over. So, it 

would be ideal for more of us to gather each Tuesday to Friday at 8.30am by 

Zoom and put the world to rights through the Words of the Gospels. 

 

Githa Warrington 

  KEAR’S FASHIONS  

 

343 Broadway Court, Terrace 

End 

Phone 357 7886   Fax 354 

1255 

For Unsurpassed Personal 

Service 
 

Gary & Lynette Kear 

Proprietors 
 

 

TERRACE END 

BARBER SHOP 
 

341 Broadway Avenue 

Palmerston North 

359 3553 
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For Professional Advice & 
Experience 

 

 

ANDERSON MEMORIALS 
 

 

707 Main Street   Phone/Fax (06) 356 4782 
Email: pn@anderson-memorials.co.nz 

 

www.anderson-memorials.co.nz 
 

Coffee On The Terrace 
Cnr Broadway Avenue and 

Ruahine Street 
Palmerston North. 
Phone    354 2772 

 

coffeeontheterrace@gmail.com 
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Christmas Fair 2021 

Because of lockdown earlier in the year, there was only one in December. A 

big fair in 2021 and that was on 4th thank you to all the parishioners who donated 

cakes, jumble, plants and lots of other things to fill the various stalls. Thank you 

too to those who came to the fair to support it. 

As has been reported, on the day the total was $2,806 and then other donations 

added in made it $2,995. This was not as good as other years but we were 

operating under Covid rules and a lot of people were staying away because of 

Covid anyway. 

It was important to have as many stalls as possible outside and we are very 

grateful for the use of marquees from Watson Real Estate and Property Brokers. 

Melody’s New World donated a $150 voucher for a raffle as did a parishioner, 

the Mad Butcher donated the sausages for the sausage sizzle and plants were 

donated by Town and Country and Mitre 10. All these donations save us using 

money to buy things and add to the profit. The businesses get nothing out of it 

really although I do tell them they will be acknowledged in the church magazine. 

The next fair is planned for 9th April. There will not be a plant stall and the 

focus will once again be on food – warm food for a potentially cold day. If you 

have any good ideas for food or activities or interesting stalls please contact 

Yvonne Rae 358 3962 or ayrae@xtra.co.nz. All suggestions and ideas are very 

welcome. 

 

Vestry Psalm 

At the vestry meeting on 26th January, the vicar issued a challenge (as part of the 

Teaching Moment) to see if we could write a psalm. Two verses were written to 

give us inspiration and then we wrote a line each and passed the paper on to the 

next person to write the next one. The finished version was interesting and we all 

felt it could be aired a little wider! 
 

Thank you  God for children                                   Thank you God for today’s rain 

 For innocent fun and laughter                                 For rejuvenating the dry ground 

 Like soapy bubbles catching the sunlight               Your creation every day renewing 

 

Thank you God for friends                                      Thank you God for chatter 

For support and understanding                                 For fun and laughter and joy of living 

A strong tower made of love                                    Bringing us together like a flock of birds     

 

Thank you God for rainfall                                       Thank you God for children 

Praise you for the watering                                       Praise you for giving us offspring 

For the renewed growth of plants and trees              Pointing the way to the future 

 

Thank you God for new colleagues                          Thank you God for happiness 

 For fresh faces and new ideas                                  For colouring our life with joy 

 Being vibrant in teaching                                         Like rainbows over the ocean 

mailto:ayrae@xtra.co.nz
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Valentines Day – Sacred or Secular? 

Everyone loves a bit of schmaltz. Roses, candles, chocolate, cards and a bit of 

extra fuss for a loved one. These days it is concentrated on the commercial 

aspects like most other holidays but was it always like this and how did it start? 

In the early encyclopaedias of many years ago there is not even a mention of 

Valentines Day nor of St Valentine. Perhaps it has grown out of a need for 

another commercial celebration and a way of adding value to increasingly sterile 

lives. 

Who was St Valentine and how did it all happen? Apparently there were many 

saintly men called Valentine but two in particular were St Valentine. St Valentine 

of Rome was martyred in 269 and St Valentine of Terni, also martyred, died in 

273. Relics of both are in churches in Rome, Malta and Winchester, England. It 

seems that the one who had the greatest influence on the romantic association is 

St Valentine of Rome. St Valentine was clearly a saintly man. While he was still 

in prison, he is reputed to have healed the blind daughter of his jailer. In 

consequence, the jailer and his extended family of over 40 souls were all 

baptized. Julia, the healed daughter, planted a pink blossomed almond tree on St 

Valentine’s grave after his execution. He was arrested for performing marriages 

for soldiers who had been forbidden to marry by the emperor. He also rescued 

and cared for Christians who were being persecuted. The legend is that he made 

hearts from parchment for both these groups to remind them of the marriage 

vows they had taken or to remind them of God’s love even in the face of 

persecution. Is that how it started? 

Chaucer, the English poet, wrote a poem in 1382 which included the lines “For 

this was on St Valentine’s Day when every bird cometh there to choose his 

mate”. As it is highly unlikely that birds were mating in England in cold February 

this would seem to be poetic licence. 

Another theory is evidenced in the “Charter of the Court of Love” issued by 

Charles VI of France. It details lavish feasts, amorous song and poetry 

competitions, jousting, dancing and wild festivities. Disputes between lovers 

would be heard and ruled on. However, was this just the fevered imagination of 

Charles’ Queen Isabeau who was recovering from a plague? 

The oldest Valentine’s Day card still existing is from the 15th century. 

Shakespeare mentions it in “Hamlet” which was written around 1600. Red roses 

were first associated with the day in 1590 and in 1797 a British publisher 

produced “The Young Man’s Valentine Writer”. In Victorian times, anonymous 

Valentine’s Day cards made greetings possible in that very prudish society. The 

celebration has been around for a long time but now commercialization has taken 

over. 

Where is the sacred in all this secular frivolity? Both St Valentines were 

martyred for Christian principles. Both are venerated and relics maintained in 
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churches round the world. However, in the 1969 revision of the Calendar of 

Saints, St Valentine’s Day was relegated by the Roman Catholic church as 

“nothing is factually known except where he is buried”. That refers to St 

Valentine of Rome. Eastern Orthodox churches celebrate both St Valentines, one 

on July 6th and the other on July 30th. The Anglican and Lutheran churches are 

purported to have the day in the table of saint’s days. February 14th seems to be a 

day which is associated with the presentation of Jesus in the temple which is a 

long way from the crass sentimentality of a modern Valentine’s Day. Perhaps 

there was a foundation in the life of St Valentine but research seems to indicate 

the line is tenuous between that and the modern version. 

A day to enjoy or ignore but not a sacred one. 
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Thinking Ahead 

The AGM this year is planned for 24th April. Every second year is an election 

year for the members of vestry, Peoples’ Warden and other positions within the 

church. 

It is also the time that parishioners can exercise their right to vote as members 

of the church and to speak at the meeting. 

This is early notice to advise you of two important things. 

1. New vestry members are needed. 

The Canons of the Diocese outline the expectations for vestry people. 

These will be outlined in next month’s Messenger, but start thinking about 

the possibility of putting your name forward. 

2. You need to be on the Parish Roll to take a full part in the AGM 

i.e. speak and vote. The roll can be viewed in the office and will be on the 

sidesperson’s table in due course. However, if you don’t recall filling in 

an enrolment form, check it out with Christine in the office and make sure 

you are eligible. 
 

 

From the Editors 

Happy New Year fellow parishioners. 

Welcome to another year of your Parish magazine. It is our aim to reflect what 

is happening in the Parish spiritually and secularly. 

If you know of something that is happening that is of interest to parishioners, 

please let us know. We might already have it in hand, but if we don’t know we 

can’t write about it. 

We certainly try to keep the Messenger focussed on the activities of the Parish 

and parishioners. 

 

Yvonne and Allan Rae 
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Manawatu’s No1 Seafood Supplier 
For all your seafood requirements 

Fresh NZ fish varieties delivered daily and 
processed by our team of experts 

 
Seasonal seafood like Whitebait, Bluff 
Oysters, Kina, Scallops, Mutton Birds 
Largest selection of frozen Prawns, 

Scallops, Calamari, Crab,  
prepared seafoods 

 
Creating the best experience in 

seafood and service 
Call our team today 

 

06 353 1315 
Open 7days 

298 Broadway Avenue 
Palmerston North 
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