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Weekly Events for December 

Sundays 

8am    Holy Communion 

10am   Eucharist 

10am   Children’s Church 

Thursday 1 December: 

7pm Waiting for the Lord -advent reflection 

at the Vicarage 

Sunday 4 December: 

5pm Youth Group 

7.30pm Lessons & Carols 

Monday 5,12,19 December: 

12pm Silent prayer in the Lady Chapel 

Tuesday 6 December: 

10am AAW @ St Matthews 

12.15pm Lunchtime Concert – Robert 

Cleaver  

Thursday 8 & 22 December: 

7pm Waiting for the Lord (venue to be 

advised) 

Wednesday 14 December: 

11.30 Communion 

12.15pm Luscious Lunch 

Saturday 17 December: 

9.30am Garden Working Bee 

 

Also, see Advent & Christmas services 

listed on page 7. 

 

mailto:stpeters@inspire.net.nz
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Judgement and Joy 

Here we are, just a few weeks out from Christmas, with the shops filled with 

festive food and drink, tempting gifts, and twinkly sparkly decorations, and with 

advertisements in every possible medium telling us how we can prepare 

ourselves for a “Merry Christmas” (or “happy holidays” or “joyful festive 

season”).  And in contrast we, the Church, begin Advent with a reading from the 

Gospel of Matthew which, rather than being filled with festive joy, casts the dark 

shadow of foreboding, the storm clouds of impending judgement: Matthew 

24:36-44. 

I find myself wondering if there might be a strong element of escapism in the 

way our society prepares for Christmas.  Do we use this season’s focus on things, 

fun, and frivolity to take our minds off the profound challenges we face in our 

own lives, and which our society and world face? 

Some connected with the Church have looked for a different kind of escapism 

when they read into the Matthew 24 passage the idea of the Rapture, imagining 

that it envisages that the faithful will be spirited away, out of worldly trouble and 

into heaven; while those unfaithful who laboured alongside them will be left to 

experience the judgement about to fall on the earth.  Is this view held by so many 

because there is something comforting in the idea that it might be possible to 

avoid judgement? 

I remember a phrase current at the time I attended university many years ago, 

when some of my Christian friends would talk dismissively of those who were 

simply “waiting around for the Rapture bus”.  It strikes me as tragically ironic 

that if one were indeed simply waiting around one would be found singularly 

unprepared to be part of any such Rapture. 

Here we have this contrast between joy – and indeed I would add all our 

familiar Advent themes of hope, peace, and love … this contrast between the 

season’s sense of hope, peace, joy and love on the one hand and on the other 

Jesus’ words about judgement.   

But I would say that the promise of judgement is in fact the promise of hope, 

peace, joy and love.  Or to turn it around: we cannot look forward to hope, peace, 

joy and love without judgement:   

• How can we imagine peace in the age to come unless there is 

someone to judge between the nations and between individuals, and weed out 

greed, wilful misunderstanding, enmity, and violence? 

• How can we envisage there being joy in the age to come if we are to 

be left with lies and accusations that cause us to doubt our identity as children 

of God; if we are left with denial of the good purposes of God; if we are left 

with silence about his wondrous deeds? 
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• How can we think of love in the age to come if unlovely attitudes, 

self-serving behaviours, uncaring indifference, and hate-filled actions will be 

allowed to persist? 

• How can we have hope for the age to come if the brokenness of the 

present age is not put to rights; if the fateful and fatal rebellion of humankind 

is not finally put down? 

We cannot look forward to hope, peace, joy and love without judgement 

In Matthew 24, Jesus warns that judgement can come at any time.  It seems 

that his warning was first of all to his Jewish compatriots in the 1st century: he 

could foresee the destruction of the Temple and of Jerusalem which ultimately 

occurred in AD70.  These cataclysmic events owed their cause to Israel’s 

rebellion against God and God’s ways, Israel’s failure to fulfil its calling. 

But his warnings are just as much directed to us in our own day, as the 

destruction of Jerusalem in AD70 foreshadows a worldwide judgement still to 

come; AD70 is perhaps just a rehearsal. There are a couple of perspectives the 

passage invites us to see this from.  One is the personal: am I ready to give an 

account before God almighty of the life I’ve led?  The other is universal and 

cosmic: is humankind, is all the earth, ready for the coming of its true King? 

Despite the efforts of those who try to predict when these things will occur, 

Jesus is quite clear that there will be no warning.  The three little illustrations he 

gives are all to make this point.   

The first illustration is from Israel’s history.  For all those living in Noah’s 

day, life was going on as normal until the flood came. 

The second illustration depicts people working side by side, working at the 

same activity, and one is taken and the other left behind.  The teachers of a 

rapture depict the one taken away as the fortunate one, as they imagine that one 

taken into heaven, escaping the doom coming upon those left behind.  But in 

Jesus’ day, with the occupying forces of a brutal empire all around, it was the one 

taken away to incarceration or to torture or death who was to be pitied; while the 

one left behind to normal life would breathe a sigh of relief.  In any case, there is 

no warning: both are working in the same way, side by side, when the calamity 

falls. 

The final illustration is of a householder.  If you are burgled, it is because there 

was no warning that would have allowed you to prepare by fortifying and 

guarding your house. 

So how do we prepare for this event that has no warning, the day of God’s 

judgement? 

It is not as if the activities contained in Jesus’ illustrations are wrong in 

themselves.  Life needs eating and drinking, the routines and milestones of 

family life, and the activities and decisions involved in work that provides for our 

material wellbeing.  Life needs its ordinariness.   
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The problem lies in carrying on these day-to-day things as if “day-to-day” is 

all there is; the problem lies in carrying on these things as if there is nothing 

wrong in the world and in us, acting as if there is no God who will set things to 

rights. 

The challenge to stay awake and be ready is not advice for when we see the 

crisis coming upon us.  It is rather a call to “perpetual, normative readiness, 

regardless of circumstance”.  We do not know, and cannot know, when the day is 

coming.  But “this is a condition we are to embrace, rather than try to overcome.  

Watching and readiness are not meant to be switched on and off according to 

perceived need.”1 

“The promise – and warning – of God’s future is meant to inculcate neither 

helplessness nor complacency, but rather energy to work as day-people in a 

world that thinks it’s still night”, a world thinking that they can sleep on.2  So that 

means that we need to exercise “judgement” ourselves: judgement in the sense of 

discernment.  We are to keep alert for what in the world works against hope, 

peace, joy and love; to watch for where these kinds of attributes show up already 

as signs of the in-breaking of God’s reign; and to ourselves working as 

ambassadors and agents of God’s hope peace, joy and love.  That is a wonderful 

and worthy contrast to the escapism and denial of a world in darkness. 
 

Stuart Goodin 

 

 

Deacon’s Dismissal: Sharing God in the Workplace 

Stir up, O Lord, 

the wills of your faithful people 

that, richly bearing the fruit of good works, 

they may by you be richly rewarded; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN 

Stir up Sunday. This morning we, once again, shared in the mixing of those 

beautiful ingredients for the cake that we will enjoy in just a few weeks. 

Then this afternoon as I drove across the city, past the Plaza, I could tell from 

the volume of traffic that the stores were busy. And I am certain it will only get 

worse in the next few weeks. 

I enjoy the season of Advent. I enjoy the opportunities for worship and 

fellowship that the season offers. It helps me to keep perspective on the real 

 
1 Stanley Saunders, “Commentary on Matthew 24:36-44” https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-
lectionary/first-sunday-of-advent/commentary-on-matthew-2436-44-6  
2 Quote comes from Tom Wright, Twelve Months of Sundays: Year A, SPCK, 2001, pp.2-3 

https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/first-sunday-of-advent/commentary-on-matthew-2436-44-6
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/first-sunday-of-advent/commentary-on-matthew-2436-44-6
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reason for the season. It is the focus on these opportunities that allow peace and 

calm for physical, mental, social and spiritual health through the season. 

It is not the shopping, the commercialism, the frantic pace of life. It’s not the 

decorations, the parades, the stress. It is the Blessing of the Advent Wreaths, the 

Advent Lessons and Carols, the Christmas services. This is what gets me 

through. The focus on preparing to receive the Christ child in new ways, with 

new eyes. 

For me Advent and Christmas is about FAITH, FAMILY AND FOOD. AS 

WELL AS THE MUSIC. And the sharing that comes with each and indeed all of 

these. 

Work at UCOL continues to be busy until closedown on 20 December. More 

important and in order to maintain focus on the coming of the Christ child are 

those opportunities for worship and fellowship. I particularly enjoy the services 

where we combine with the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit. 

The Advent to Christmas journey is filled with themes of new beginnings and 

new possibilities. As we join in the worship there may be a new beginning or an 

opportunity to connect or to reconnect with the deep and powerful things found 

within the good news of Jesus and the activity of worship and fellowship of 

God’s people in action, words, prayer, singing and music.  

I wish you all a blessed Advent to Christmas journey. 

Faye 

 

 

Stir Up Sunday – Christ the King. 

Children enthusiastically stir up the 

ingredients for the parish Christmas cake 

supervised by Rev Ross Downes. Robert 

Cleaver added appropriate accompaniment on 

the organ! Anne Ashwell supplied the 

ingredients and will bake the cake. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Gardens 

Some of you may have noticed that the gardens round the church 

are looking a bit weedy. A working bee has been called to have them 

looking good for Christmas. 

Confucius said “Many hands make light work” so come along on 

Saturday 17th December at 9.30 and prove that many St Peter’s 

hands can make our gardens beautiful. 
 



7 

 
 

 

St Peters’ invites you to join us on our journey from 

Advent to Christmas 2022 
Advent marks the beginning of the church’s year, and the Advent/Christmas season is filled 
with themes of new beginnings and new possibilities. Perhaps for you too it might be a new 
beginning, an opportunity to connect or reconnect with the deep and powerful things 
found within the good news of Jesus and in the activity of worship of God’s people in 
actions, words, and music. 

Do come and join us: all are welcome. 

Unless the venue is specified, all services will take place at St Peter’s Church. 

Sundays in Advent 
8.00am Holy Communion using the Book of Common Prayer 

10.00am Eucharist
 

 
 

Wednesday 23 November 
7.00pm  
Blessing of Advent Wreaths  
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit 

You are welcome to bring your  
own Advent wreath  
to be blessed. 

Sunday 27 November 
5.00pm  
Advent Taizé service 

Sunday 4 December 
7.30pm  
Advent Lessons and Carols. 

Sunday 18 December  
7.45pm  

Christmas Lessons and Carols  
 Cathedral of the Holy Spirit 

Saturday 24 December 
Christmas Eve 

11:15pm  
Midnight Eucharist 

Sunday 25 December 
Christmas Day 

8.00am 
 Christmas Eucharist (BCP) 

10.00am  
Christmas Eucharist 
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St Peter’s Youth Group 

Although well publicised, there were only a few parishioners to join the young 

people for their first Café Night. However, everyone there enjoyed themselves 

immensely. The hall was most attractively set out with white cloth-covered 

tables, vases of flowers and other decorations and 

paper serviettes folded in the glasses. 

The chorus singing was led by three young 

women with keyboard backing. There is plenty of 

talent in the parish. An abridged liturgy and homily 

were led by Mark Dobson, one of the youth group 

leaders. The vicar helped with the projector for the 

words of the choruses and the prayers. 

Then it was time 

for the food organised by Jeannie Hunter and 

James Petengill. A big basket of buns with 

chicken schnitzel and meat patties to go in them, 

slices of tomato and big bowls of coleslaw and 

pasta salad. No one went hungry. But then there 

was dessert. Beautiful meringues with lemon curd 

and ice cream to accompany them. 

It was a most enjoyable evening with lots of talk and laughter. Hopefully it 

will be repeated next year. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

ORGANIC BUZZ 
 

BROADTOP SHOPPING 

CENTRE 

 

Your Total Organic Wholefoods 

Grocer 

 

Gluten Free & Paleo Bread 
 

Natural Skincare & 
Supplements 

353 0549 
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5th December is International Volunteer Day 

International Volunteer Day has the theme solidarity through volunteering.  

We are kaitiaki of Mahi Aroha, empowering volunteers to enrich Aotearoa 

New Zealand. Our aspiration for Aotearoa New Zealand is that volunteering is 

valued as part of who we are as a nation. 

This is an era to stand together in solidarity with each other. On 5th December, 

let’s join with all volunteers across the world to recognise the power of 

volunteering. 

The power of volunteering improves our health and the health of others – 

physical, emotional, social and spiritual health. 

Now is a great time to harness the energy of volunteering, adapting 

volunteering to a post-COVID world and seeking out diverse volunteer 

audiences.  

As the world and people’s lives change, so too must volunteering shift to fit 

within new ways of living, emerging priorities and values and ways of 

connecting.  

Volunteering is at an all-time high in public and organisational consciousness 

and volunteering gives us hope that we can change the world for the better.  

The latest data from Statistics New Zealand show that people who volunteered 

rated life as more worthwhile on average (8.1/10) than those who did not 

volunteer (7.9/10). 

Among those who volunteered (50.7% of people over the age of 15), 

environmental volunteerism grew in popularity.  

The proportion of those who volunteered increased from 6.9 percent in 2016 to 

11.1 percent in 2021. 

In the lead up to #IVDAY2022, join us to celebrate the spirit of volunteerism.  

We are proud of all volunteers who are role models in their communities and 

whose actions inspire hope. 

For further resources:  volunteeringnz.org.nz 

Bible verse: Isaiah chapter 6, verse 8: I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 

“Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send 

me!”  

 

Rev Faye Davenport, RN 
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Refugee update 

In our latest refugee effort, household goods were collected from the parishes 

of Whanganui, All Saints, St Peter’s and St Matthew’s during September.  These, 

together with items donated from various businesses, were used to set up a new 

home for a mother and her two primary-aged daughters on 15 November.  As 

with our last household, this is a family of Rohingya descent who have escaped 

the violent persecution they faced in Myanmar. 

A small team of people from St Peter’s 

and St Matthew’s took all the household 

goods from storage to the new residence – 

the picture depicts the team with some of 

the goods part way through the process.  

The team worked with two Red Cross 

volunteers – themselves former refugees 

from Myanmar – to set the place up as the 

first proper home this family has had for a 

very long time.  The team unpacked and 

assembled items, stowing things in the 

right places, made up beds, and got everything ready for the family’s arrival the 

following day.   

Tina Hansen, Red Cross’s volunteer coordinator, sent a message of thanks 

after the family moved in: “Thank you soooo much for the excellent house set up.  

The family were extremely happy today; they absolutely love their house.” 

It was a wonderful team effort all round. To all who took part – from 

organising, to supplying goods, to setting up: Thank you! 
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Summer Fair 

“What a difference a day makes” could be the slogan for our Summer Fair. 

Friday was wet and awful but thankfully Saturday 12th November dawned relatively 

fine, no wind and only a few spits of rain during the morning. 

The stall holders had been busy on Friday afternoon setting up their wares and 

thanks to Stuart our vicar and David Barrett the tables were all ready to go. There 

was the usual pile of boxes that had been put aside from a previous fair and their 

contents had to be sorted and placed accordingly. 

Saturday morning 7.30 was the beginning of the great gazebo put up and several 

men were able to put it all together very satisfactorily. Max and Penny Merrall had 

given the church a gazebo some years ago but it was missing a few important 

pieces. Fortunately, their son came to visit his Mum and in cleaning out the shed 

found the missing pieces. It is a big gazebo so one won’t have to be borrowed from 

real estate agents any more. A smaller gazebo went up for the Plant stall but it was 

decided that the Jumble would stay inside in case of rain so that gazebo stayed in its 

bag. Outside there was the Plant stall and Trash and Treasures. Inside was the 

Jumble, Craft, Collectibles, Jewellery, Pete’s Pantry, Cakes and Books. Just inside 

the hall door the Raffles did a roaring trade and in the entranceway the Sausage 

Sizzle enticed with the smell of sausages and onions. The Café at the end of the hall 

kept stallholders and public fed and watered! 

Mike Charles held the public at bay until Stuart declared the Fair open and 

people surged in to their favourite stalls to get the bargains. The proceeds from their 

purchases came to $3,800 on the day with more to come from Ingrid’s virtual stall – 

currently $140. Very satisfying and making the effort worthwhile. 

The raffle winners were: Christmas cake Megan Hunt, Ham Nick Rae, $150 New 

World voucher Mike Christensen,  Grocery hamper Patricia Cowan, Soft toy Sue 

Pither, and the trailer load of Firewood John Freebairn. Special thanks to Bev 

Procter, Don Newman, Amy and Tony Houben, Toyworld, The Mad Butcher and 

all the parishioners who donated groceries for the hamper. There were no costs 

associated with the raffles. 
My thanks to the stallholders and helpers. Val Moess, Patricia Cowan, Anne Bull, 

Val Pain, Verena Turner, Heather and Paul Tootell, Anne Ashwell, Joyanne Morrison-

Hughes, Jolsna Abraham, Robyn Morgan, Alan and Robyn Henry, Penny Merrall, 

John Freebairn, Githa and Graeme Warrington, Ingrid Vlieg, Ava, Betty Bretherton, 

Allan Rae, Alison Cleaver, Raewyn and the money counters Goff Ashwell and Rae 

Callahan. All of these people were ready and willing from the time the Fair was 

suggested and they got on and did their best to make it a success. The Mad Butcher 

donated the sausages for the sausage sizzle and plants for the Plant stall came from 

Town and Country and Mitre 10. We are very grateful for their support. Books and 

clothing that were left over have been given to the Red Cross. Over a bit of lunch 

afterwards, everyone agreed it had been fun and enjoyable.  Hopefully the next Fair 

might be a bit different but equally successful.     Yvonne Rae. Organiser 
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Lunchtime Concert 

The November lunchtime concert featured 

Chris Dann who is a master jazz pianist. 

There was a disappointingly small audience 

but those who were there thoroughly enjoyed 

his mix of classical and jazz melodies and the 

improvisations that Chris did with them. 

His programme was “Body and Soul”, a 

jazz standard from 1930, “Embraceable You” 

by George Gershwin (with words by his 

brother Ira), “Bouree in E minor” by J.S. Bach 

and a Brazilian folk tune “Tico-tico” 

composed by Zequinha de Abreu in 1917.  

This was a very lively piece with a pounding 

rhythm and Chris challenged the audience to play the drum he had brought to 

accompany him. No one offered so he left the drum standing in the transept in 

case someone changed their mind. The rhythm was so insistent that after 

practising on the pew, someone did pick up the drum and joined Chris by the 

piano and a great time was had in the process! 

Chris is involved in music tutoring in schools and also teaches privately. He 

has commented that “having a piano in such an inviting environment as St Peters 

keeps him applying himself to the task of performing.” It is to be hoped that he 

continues to do so for a long time to come. 

Next month – 6th December at 12.15, Robert Cleaver will be working his 

magic on the organ with Christmas tunes and others. 

Come and have a relaxing half hour. 

 

 

Vestry Vibes 

The Vestry meeting was held on 2nd November 2022 in the Vicarage. 

As there was an All Souls service which several vestry members attended, the 

meeting did not begin until 8pm and as a result there was no Bible reading and 

reflection. 

• A sign-in register for workmen is in place in the office 

• There was another discussion about Covid arrangements and 

communion. It was agreed that with new variants and rising numbers, the 

status quo is the safest at present 

• The wording for the plaque under the tree has been agreed and a sign 

has been ordered. The recommendation of the sign company was stainless 

steel 
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• The quote from Maximum Precision Builders for the vicarage kitchen 

alterations was ratified following an email approval  

• The Treasurer outlined the key points of his report. Finance 

Committee agreed that $200 should be transferred into the earthquake 

account each month. 

• It was reported that preparations for the Fair were well under way 

• Symons Business offered an upgraded refurbished photocopier which 

in addition to being a newer model will also be a slight saving in costs. It 

was agreed to go ahead 

• The church gardens need to be tidied up and a working bee after the 

Fair was suggested. An ad will be placed in Fisherfolk for volunteers when 

a suitable date has been decided. 

 

The next meeting is to be on 30th November 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Commemoration Tree Plaque 
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AAW Report 

Our November meeting brought Christmas closer as our members filled and 

wrapped Christmas boxes for Terrace End School. Each year these are presented 

to the school principal to distribute to those in need at his discretion.  

This year we were able to fill 31 boxes of gifts to families with children aged 

5-11 years. Special thanks to AAW members and parishioners who generously 

donated towards this project. 

AAW December meeting will this year be combined with St Matthews on 

Tuesday December 6th a day earlier than our usual one. The meeting begins at 

10am sharp. Mrs Carole Gillice (Rev Amy Houben’s mother) will demonstrate 

Christmas tree decorating.  

All members welcome. Please contact Githa as numbers are required for 

catering. Please note – this meeting will be at St Matthews, College Street. 

Contact:  

Githa Warrington  

0212502811 or 06 357 3859 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
  

 
 

 
        

 

 

 

For Professional Advice & 
Experience 

 

 

ANDERSON MEMORIALS 
 

 

707 Main Street   Phone/Fax (06) 356 4782 
Email: pn@anderson-memorials.co.nz 

 

www.anderson-memorials.co.nz 
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St Magnus Cathedral 

This wonderful, majestic cathedral was founded in 1137 in Kirkwall, Orkney 

Islands. It was first part of the Archdiocese of Nidaros (Trondheim) in Norway 

and when Orkney became part of Scotland in 1468 the cathedral was given to the 

people of Kirkwall by the Scots King James 111. After the Scottish reformation 

in 1560 it was used for Protestant worship and still has a Church of Scotland 

congregation. However, it can be used by any Christian denomination and 

belongs to the people of Orkney. 

Over the years there has been restoration work, first in the 1850s and again 

from 1913-1930 following a large bequest from the town sheriff when the floors, 

woodwork and stained glass windows were cared for. 

St Magnus was the Earl of Orkney in the early 1100s, sharing this role with his 

cousin Hakon. However, the two men had a serious dispute and Hakon arrived 

with eight ships full of armed men. Hakon ordered one of his men to kill Magnus 

and he died praying with an axe blow to his head. He was buried nearby and 

stories grew of miracles at his grave as people began to believe he was a holy 

man. 

Magnus’ nephew came from Norway to claim the Earldom and he promise the 

people of Orkney that he would build  “great stone minster” in honour of Magnus 

and so create a place of pilgrimage. After the Cathedral was built, the remains of 

St Magnus were brought to Kirkwall and later his nephew in 1158. The bones of 

both lie within the walls of the choir having been discovered during restorations 

in 1919. 

There are many important old features in the Cathedral and some not so old. It 

seems that the stone masons who worked on the Cathedral came from Durham 

where they had trained building Durham Cathedral. On some of the stones are 

particular mason’s marks – a plough, crow’s foot, a pair of tongs for example. 

Hanging from one of the pillars is a wooden death notice commemorating a noted 

Kirkwall glazier. It shows the figure of death in a shroud carrying an hour glass 

and a spade. The choir is the oldest part of the Cathedral and a brass plaque 

marks the spiritual heart of the church – the spot where the bones of St Magnus 

and his nephew are interred. The Cathedral’s oldest gravestone near the chapel 

steps dates from the 13th century and shows a morning star symbol and a sword 

possibly denoting a Crusader or Knight Templar . Also in the chapel are some of 

the best carvings dating from the 13th century. Dragons, a small hooded imp, a 

squatting female figure and two figures called “Green Men” as they have distinct 

foliage coming from their mouths. 
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More modern features are the brass 

bell from HMS Royal Oak which was 

sunk in nearby Scapa Flow in 1939 and 

a memorial to Dr John Rae who was an 

explorer of the Canadian Arctic and 

discoverer of the Northwest Passage. 

He is buried in the Cathedral 

graveyard. A wonderful west window 

was installed in 1987 to commemorate 

the Cathedral’s 850th anniversary. It 

contains many images of Orkney such 

as the Scottish primrose and Arctic 

terns. 

The tower dates from the 14th century and is supported by four massive pillars. 

Each of the pillars have a heavy metal ring embedded in them and local folklore 

says that the soldiers of Oliver Cromwell tied their horses to these when they 

came north to suppress Royalist uprisings. Along the walls are many examples of 

headstones which were once over graves in the nave. Many show the skull and 

crossbones as reminders of mortality, hourglasses and the spade and turf cutter 

used by the gravedigger. 

One of the most gruesome reminders of the past is the stone arched opening 

which led to a dungeon where women accused of witchcraft were held. The 

dungeon itself was filled in during restoration work early in the 20th century. 

The size of the Cathedral from the outside is mind boggling. Once inside, 

while it lacks the ostentatious gold and Baroque flamboyancy of Italian and some 

English cathedrals, the length of the building (216 feet) and the solid austerity of 

its construction are quite breathtaking. The height of the nave (85 feet) is almost 

the same as the width of the transepts and the tower soars over Kirkwall at 165 

feet. During our visit, there was great activity as platforms were being put in 

place for a performance and the piano tuner was retuning the beautiful Steinway 

piano to make it sound honky-tonk! This was a new concept for me and he and I 

had a considerable discussion about the process. 

What a wonderful mingling of the very old and the new. This building is very 

important and precious to the Islanders and it is certainly the biggest construction 

in Kirkwall. The amazing thing is that it has been there for so long as a testament 

to Christian worship. There is no doubt that the Cathedral has a beautiful 

atmosphere which is not affected by any secular modern activities that may take 

place there. 
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Manawatu’s No1 Seafood Supplier 
For all your seafood requirements 

Fresh NZ fish varieties delivered daily and 
processed by our team of experts 

 
Seasonal seafood like Whitebait, Bluff 
Oysters, Kina, Scallops, Mutton Birds 
Largest selection of frozen Prawns, 

Scallops, Calamari, Crab,  
prepared seafoods 

 
Creating the best experience in 

seafood and service 
Call our team today 

 

06 353 1315 
Open 7days 

298 Broadway Avenue 
Palmerston North 
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